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Participant Compensation 

Beyond Monetary Compensation
We are sure that these lists of benefits are not exhaustive! If you’ve used other creative ways to compensate 
participants, we’d love to hear from you. 

Please also note that some of the tangible benefits included here may be considered “cash equivalent items” by 
the IRS (such as gift cards) and must be reported to the IRS as taxable income. Make sure that participants are 
adequately informed of this, and that all parties seek the professional legal and financial advice needed.

Tangible benefits to offer participants in 
addition to cash payments  

Note: Some of these items could be “cash 
equivalent items”

Benefits, beyond monetary compensation 
or other tangible benefits, that participants 
might experience

Providing gift cards 

Paying for educational expenses

Paying for or providing training

Providing technology equipment

Providing access to software that participants 
can continue to use

Providing quality internet access

Paying for dependent care

Providing quality food, refreshments, and 
accommodations

Funding travel or networking opportunities 
that benefit participants directly

Having an impact on a cause they care about 
or on their communities

Feeling of service to their communities or a 
cause they care about

Feeling more connected to others

Building relationships and connecting with 
other participants or funders

Expanding and strengthening their networks

Building new skills and strengthening existing 
skills

Enhancing their profile or building their 
reputation

Learning something new

Gaining inspiration from the work of others

Receiving recognition for their work and 
feeling a sense of accomplishment

Have questions about the toolkit?  
Or want to learn more?

Please reach out to Katy Love (katy@fundforsharedinsight.org), the toolkit’s co-author with 
Winifred Olliff, both consultants with experience and expertise in participatory grantmaking. Contact Katy
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